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Sidebar 

August/September 2016 

“Let’s remove labels such as ‘successful’ or ‘failure.” 

You have heard me state previously “change is inevitable and conflict is 

endemic.”  The ‘trick’ of change is to deal with it in good and healthy ways.  

Over the past seven months our church   has been dealing with dramatic change; some self-

inflicted and some that came as a result of life.   

First, the self-inflicted changes:  

My decision to retire June 2017,  followed by the announcement that our Associate     

Pastor, The Rev. Sarah Courtney will be leaving us by the end of 2016. 

The Executive Council mandated and approved at our annual budget meeting (December 

2015) that we will not live with a deficit budget.  We agreed to review our income to 

expenses in May-June and make adjustments to the staff to stay within our budget. 

Second, the unexpected life changes beginning in February: 

Our Administrative Assistant and Office Manager of nearly 30 years Nancy Beken was 

diagnosed with cancer and took a medical leave of absence.  Recently she announced 

her retirement,  effective August 15, 2016. 

Our head custodian, of nearly 30 years,Steve Ristich took medical leave of absence due to 

health issues.  He will return to us as our evening custodian. 

Although we are considered a large church we are a small family and the staff is extremely 

close to one another sharing not only the work of ministry, but also our personal lives – all 

the ‘dangers, toils, and snares’, and the celebrations.  I feel I am speaking for the staff when I 

assert, our work here is ministry following our faith in Jesus Christ.  We love being here and 

being a part of the dynamic and exciting challenges and possibilities. 

How we move through these months is reflective of our ability, our faith, caring and in some 

instances, our tenacious spirit.  I am grateful for the Board chairs who stepped up and 

helped when needed, our staff picking up the slack, and the efforts of Gary Myers and      

Richard Thomason guiding the management of personnel.   

There are no ‘successes’ or ‘failures’ because that would imply we are finished.  Instead we 

are moving always forward guided by the Spirit of the Living God in the company of one   

another.  May we give thanks for our resiliency and the spiritual awareness of companion-

ship.  We do not know what the future holds; but we know Who holds the future - and that is 

sufficient. 

Love, 

Dr. J 

Fall Worship begins  

September 11th.  

8:30 am & 10 am 



 

2 

Farewell to a Dear Friend by John Schluep  
 

I had the honor and privilege of talking with our Administrative Assistant 

and Office Manager Nancy Beken.  Nancy announced her retirement sev-

eral weeks ago.  She is retiring not so much by choice but necessity due to 

her health.  Some of you only know the name “Nancy” and many of you 

had the pleasure of meeting her and working with her.  She was the first 

voice of First Congregational Church when a bride would call for wedding 

information, when a family called to make memorial service arrange-

ments, when a family called to discuss baptism, or any other variety of solicitor’s calls or needs of a Ministry 

Board.  This “job” was her ministry serving Jesus Christ. 
 

Nancy arrived here in January 1990.  She had worked at the construction company that built the Sheraton Suites 

in Cuyahoga Falls.  Following the completion of that building the Sheraton Suites wanted to hire her, however 

she was not thrilled with the prospect of working in the Hotel industry.  Nancy thought that working at a church 

would be the ideal job.  Nancy is a woman of profound and deep faith, and when a church member Janet Davis 

called a mutual friend of Nancy, Janet Neubert, inquiring if she knew anyone who was looking for a secretarial 

job at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, Nancy Beken was mentioned.  Nancy told me with conviction, 

“God had a hand in this.” 
 

She continued,  “Rev. Carter was here and he and I were the only office staff. Dr. Neitz stopped in one day to 

make copies for a meeting.  Dr. Neitz said, ‘I love your posture.  Keep it up.’ That’s all he said – people at this 

church look out for one another.” 
 

For Nancy going to work every day was not going to a “job.” “I know the church has to operate like a business, 

but it isn’t a business.”  Nancy is the compassionate, empathic presence holding the staff together and keeping 

the church focused on the mission of serving Christ by serving people.  Nancy was the pre-destination of numer-

ous Treehouse Pre-school children – their day would not start unless they first stopped in the office to say 

“Good morning” to Nancy and display their new shoes, stuffed animal toy, or back pack.   
 

I asked Nancy about the best thing about coming to work.  She replied, “I feel the love and compassion by so 

many people, especially the church staff,   and that makes my day.  The quilters and others stopping to say 

‘hello’; memories of Joe Hedrick stopping in to talk about his life.  And LaVerne, my lunch buddy (I only let 

her drive once to lunch, then I insisted that I drive from then on.)  The Herald volunteer staff preparing the 

newsletter for mailing, AARP luncheons, and any other regular volunteer or service organizations were warmly 

welcomed by Nancy. 
 

I asked Nancy about the greatest challenge.  She replied, “Listening to the stories of loss when a family would 

call to make funeral arrangements.”  Nancy was the ear and voice of Jesus Christ.  Every loss was a personal 

loss for Nancy because she allowed everyone a place in her heart and her life.  That is not something that can be 

mandated, taught, or described in the job description – it is her character. 
 

On a personal note.  I met Nancy Beken in 1998 when I was filling in for Rev. Carter as the pulpit supply minis-

ter.  She helped me when I needed guidance in making copies of my doctoral dissertation. (I have always been 

technically challenged with copy machines.)  She was my guide when I was hired as the Director of Christian 

Education. When I became the Senior Pastor in the year 2000 Nancy Beken and I became partners and trusted 

friends.  Her presence in the office daily was the ‘steady hand on the tiller’, negotiating the sometimes changing 

currents of church life and ministry.  She was the staff leader managing schedules, rooms, resources and 

“looking out for other staff members.”  I met her family on many occasions and she is a devoted companion to 

her husband Ron, and faithful to her children and grandchildren, and now great grandchild.  I wish my friend 

well as she enters this next stage in life, and may God bless her as she is God’s blessing.  No one can replace 

Nancy Beken; we can express our gratitude for her presence, the sharing of her gifts in ministry, and the      

blessing she is as a gift from God.                                                        (Reception for Nancy– see pg. 4) 
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Hello Friends! 

            The end of summer is upon us already. I know that I am not the only one who feels like this 
summer just flew by!  We now enter into a season marked by school buses, changing leaves, apple 
picking, and football.  Many of you have waited eagerly for this time while others wish the long, lazy 
days of summer never end!   

September brings back memories of starting school, getting a new school outfit, and brand new 

crayons! We are eager to learn, meet new friends, see old ones, and grow.  Funny, how that is still what we look for-

ward to in the new school church year too!  Many have gone on vacation, retreated to their summer homes, enjoyed 

sleeping in on warm Sunday mornings, and we are all reconnecting after a time away. Children look forward to their 

Sunday School classes and activities while teachers are excited to share the crafts they have been planning. I am thrilled 

to see your smiling faces and help you grow in your faith!  We continue to learn what God is speaking to us, and how 

we can live out our faith!  September is here and in honor of new school years, I would like to share a wonderful Credo 

by Robert Fulghum.  He writes, “All I Really Needed To Know about how to live and what to do and how to be I 

learned in kindergarten.  Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in the sand pile at Sun-

day School. These are the things I learned:  

 Share everything. 

 Play fair 

 Don’t hit people. 

 Put things back where you found them. 

 Clean up your own mess. 

 Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 

 Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 

 Wash your hands before you eat. 

 Flush. 

 Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 

 Live a balanced life-learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work every 

day. 

 When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 

 Be aware of wonder. Remember the little seed in the Styrofoam cup: the roots go down and the plant goes up and 

nobody really knows how or why, but we are all like that. 

 Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little seed in the Styrofoam cup-they all die. So do we. 

 Take a nap every afternoon. 

And then remember the Dick-and-Jane books and the first you learned- the biggest word of all-LOOK. 
 

Everything that you need to know is in there somewhere. The Golden Rule and love and basic sanitation. Ecology 

and politics and equality and sane living…. Just imagine if the whole world, everyone, had milk and cookies about three 

o’clock every afternoon and then lay down with our blankies for a nap.”  Perhaps we would fight less, and love 

more.  Imagine that. Jesus imagined a different world, and we are called to also. But we should not stop there. We 

should work each day to try to make this world better, into the world which we dream of. This year, I hope we continue 

to grow in our faith, in our relationship with Christ and each other, and learn more about what God has planned for our 

community and its impact on the world.  I pray that the “first day of school” picture we take of our church, our commu-

nity, and world, will look different next year after this wonderful year of growing and learning. Older yes, but also hap-

pier, more at peace, and especially more knowledgeable.  For education and knowledge will bring about peace, true 

peace. Now, go out there, have a good day, eat all your veggies, and make a new friend today.  I will be waiting for you 

when you come back home, home to church that is, and I can’t wait to hear about your   

day.                                                   Pastor Sarah 
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Spiritual Corner 

Have you ever imagined what you would say or do when you meet Jesus in eternity? This person and di-
vine being whom we have sought to know our whole lives, whom we study and learn from, whom we mod-
el our lives after. When you finally meet him face to face, what will you say or do? 
 
A popular contemporary Christian song by MercyMe sings of meeting Jesus,  

“Surrounded by your glory, 
what will my heart feel? 

Will I dance for you Jesus 
or in awe of you be still? 

Will I stand in your presence 
or to my knees will I fall? 

Will I sing hallelujah? 
Will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine.” 

It’s an interesting spiritual practice to imagine what we would want to say or do when we meet Jesus.   

Many of you participated this Lenten Season in our prayer stations in the Fellowship Hall and  Atrium.  One 
of the stations focused on this very topic.  We asked the congregation and now are inviting you to take time 
to answer these 3 questions for yourself. 

What is one question you would ask Jesus? 
What is one gift you would give Jesus? 
Who is one person you would want to introduce to Jesus? 

I pray that through reflecting on these questions and coming to your own answers, your relationship with 
Jesus, our Savior, deepens and is blessed.  

       In Christ, 

       Pastor Sarah 

Reception  honoring Nancy Beken.      

Please plan now to attend a reception to honor and thank Nancy 
for her many years of service here at First Congregational Church 
of Tallmadge.  The Reception will take place immediately following 
the 10 am Worship Service on September 18, 2016. 

 

Contributions towards a gift for Nancy may be given to Wendy Brown, or placed in her mailbox in the copy room. 
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Condolences 

Sincere sympathy to Dorothy Kalbfleisch on the passing of her sister, Joyce Steller, in Howell, MI. 
 

Deepest sympathy to Tom & Sharon Letzler on the loss of their nephew Aaron.  Aaron Cutright passed away on 
August 11, 2016. 

Ted Achimasi 
Paul Arch 
Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Nancy Beken 
Marian & Ed Belisle 
Shirley Braidich  (Ann Carter’s  
Mother) 
Margaret  Bumpas 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Suzanne Creswelll 
Jean  DeWitt 
Nancy Dove 
Esta Eriksen 

Sue Gassaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Eric Grant 
Joann Hartman (Teresa ‘s mom) 
Ray Hartman (Teresa Snyder’s Dad) 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Amy Line (Janet McCauley’s cousin) 
Eva Lowry 
Helen McKee 
Ann Minar 
Scott Newcomer 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Wilma Pohly 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s         
Mother) 
Steve Ristich 

Betty Schoffman 
Ken Speicher 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Dan Tronge 
Betty Vestal 
Kathy Welsh (Mike Collins’ cousin) 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individuals’ concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing 
it in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call     
    Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee 
 

  What a productive meeting the MGCC had on Tuesday, August 9!  I think it was due to the July 
hiatus!  We received the “final” rendering of our columbarium design from the Eickhof         
company.  Yippee!  As always, there will be final tweaking before we are prepared for            
congregational reveal, however, the motion is “forward.”  Next steps include zoning contacts, 
landscape design, brochure development, and administrative “flow.”  We will keep you posted. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Important Informational Meeting for 

Confirmation 1 and 2 Students and Parents 

September 11th, at 11:15AM  

in the David Bacon Room.   

Meeting This Month on 
 

September 11th & 18th  
4-5:30PM 

In the Fellowship Hall! 
 

COME JOIN IN ON THE FUN AND FRIENDSHIPS! 

High School Fellowship 

If you are a student planning on going on the 2017 Mission Trip 

(location TBD), please be available to help load clothing bags into 

bins on Sunday, Sept 11th and 18th.   

WE WILL BE COLLECTING CLOTHING ONCE MORE FOR THE   

EASTER SEALS TO RAISE MONEY FOR THIS YEAR’S TRIP! WE 

NEED ALL THE HELP WE CAN GET! 

“FALL CLOTHING AND CLOTH ITEM DRIVE” 

Friday, September 9th– Sunday, September 18th 

We will be having the Easter Seal Bins in the parking lot from to collect items for donation.   
We will get money for each pound of items donated.  The money will go to support our Youth Mission Trip 
and the Confirmation Boston Tour. 
Items We Will Collect Include: 

 Anything you can wear (clothing, coats, scarves, hats, socks, shoes, purses, belts, etc) 
 Anything made of cloth (pillows, curtains, throw rugs, sheets, towels, blankets, comforters, quilts,  
random sock or mitten without a match, etc) 
 All materials can be in ANY condition. That INCLUDES: old, used, worn, ripped, stained, torn, old 
cleaning rags, etc.  

*Tax donation forms will be available for those who make a donation.* 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Middle School Fellowship 
We invite all students in grades 6th- 8th to join the Middle School Fellowship on Thursdays from 6-7:15 PM.  We gath-
er for games, fellowship, devotions and more fellowship.  Our first fellowship evening will begin on September 
15.  We gather in the youth room in the lower level (room 101).  We just use the side entrance of the building (by 
the playground) to come and go to fellowship so you parents can drop you off there.  Friends are most encouraged 
to come. If you have any questions, contact Wendy Brown, wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net or 330-414-0265. 

Sept. 15-   Get to know you games 
Sept. 22-   You and Me 
Sept. 29-   You and Us 

Backpack Blessing 

Let’s start our children off to a great year.  On 

August 21, we invite all students to come to 

9:30 AM worship with their backpacks.  We 

want to bless them and their new adventures 

of the school year.   

Rally Day Festivities 

Come hear about fall programming on Sunday, August 28 @ 
10:30.  We will have continental breakfast in the fellowship 
hall while we hear about children, youth, family and choir    
opportunities.  Let’s start the program year off right.   

Middle School Fellowship :Wet ‘N Wild August 21 @ 2 PM 

Come join the end of summer/ fall kick off wet ‘n wild games.  We will join the 
high school fellowship in slip and slide kickball, water balloon volley ball, fill the 
bucket relay, and more.  What a great day it will be.  Come at 2 pm in clothing 
ready to get wet!  Wear clothing to cover stomach and bring a  towel and des-
sert to share.  Parents come back at 3:30 to “break bread” with the group.  
Love to see you there.  Sign up is in the hallway on the youth board or reply to 
Wendy as an RSVP.  Friends are always welcome. 

Faith and Family 

September 11 @ 2-4:30 

Circle City Cycle Social 

Meet at Tallmadge Lion’s Park and ride 

bikes to Middlebury Rd and back for ice 

cream social.  Activities along the way. 

2nd and 8th grade Bibles 

September 11 during 10:00 worship 

Please contact Wendy or Pastor Sarah 

and let us know if you will be there to  

receive yours . 

mailto:wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
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    Dear First Congregational Church, thank you so much for choosing me to receive the Wilgohs’s  
Memorial   Scholarship.  I appreciate being awarded this scholarship, as it is going to help a lot to-
wards college.  My plans for the future are still undecided, but I know whatever I choose, the church 
will always stand by me.  I will always be thankful of the opportunity I have been given.                    
Sincerely, Alesha Carlton 

 
Dear First Congregational Church, thanks to all of you for the lovely plant.  It is brightening my room,  Thanks to 
all who helped with and attended “Zim’s” service.  Your kindness was very much  appreciated.  It was interesting 
to see all the new areas and updates to the church.  Love to all ..       Pat Zimmerman and family. John 3:1 

 

Dear church family and scholarship committee,   I would wholeheartedly like to thank you for awarding me the 
Holcomb Memorial Scholarship and Schwendeman Memorial Scholarship.  It is with great pride and passion that  
I am going back to school to obtain my Master’s Degree.  I truly want to thank you all for giving me support and 
love as I start this next phase in my life’s journey.  I would not be the man I am today, without the background 
and upbringing that the church gave and still gives me.  Thank you and I hope that I make you proud! 
Love, Derek Kemph 
 

Dear Friends, Thank you for your recent gift to Haven of Rest Ministries.   We appreciate your kindness and          
generosity.   Because of your faithful support, homeless and hurting people can find rest in both body and spirit 
at the Mission.  Thank you again for your gift and your willingness to serve those less fortunate                           
Sincerely, Rev. Jeffery A. Kaiser, Executive Director 

 

Dear Scholarship Committee, I would like to sincerely thank you for awarding me a scholarship for the coming 
school year.  It is greatly appreciated and means very much to me that the church is willing to support me 
through my education….Sincerely & with Love, Jacquelyn Brown 

 

Dear Church family,  thank you all so much for your continued support over the past several months!  The visits 
from Dr. John and Pastor Sarah and the beautiful prayer shawl Scott received during his initial hospitalization  
brought immense comfort.  Since then, we’ve received such sweet cards and powerful prayers, we’ve been over-
whelmed (in a great way)!  Thanks again to Pastor Sarah for coming out to pray with us before surgery, and also  
to our CE Board family for their special support.  We are relieved to be on the other side of the surgery and feel 
truly blessed to be a part of this church!  Blessings to all of you, Scott, Missy, Jacob, Gabriel & Natalie Newcom-
er 

 

 A special thank you to my Church family for your prayers, and to those who sent cards of care and inspiration.  
To Pastor Sarah for her pre-op visit, and to Pastor John for his calls and home visit.  Thank you, too, for prayer 
shawl-from Yarning for Peace.  My back surgery has been very successful...Mike Sermersheim 

 

 

Our phone number is incorrect in the Pictorial Directory:   

Ken and Diana Caldwell: 330-794-5773.   
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First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 

Invites you to a spaghetti dinner 

 

 
 

Come meet and dine with your neighbors 

Wednesday Sep 21, 2016    4:30-7PM 

85 Heritage Drive, Tallmadge 44278 

No RSVP Needed 

$7.00  adults  /   $6.00 children 8 and under 

WARRIORS’ JOURNEY HOME    LISTEN * SPEAK * HEAL 

 
SPIRITUAL RETREAT & FACILITATOR TRAINING   

Camp Wanake, Bath City, OH 

 
September 30—October 2, 2016. 

 
Retreat Leader:  Chris Reynolds, Facilitator for the WJH Healing Lodge. 

Facilitator Trainer:  Dr. John Schluep, Founder of WJH model of healing, Dr. Schluep will teach the ‘nuts and 
bolts’ of starting and leading the WJH Healing Circle. 

 
Cost:  The Spiritual Retreat:  $125 

              The Facilitator Training & Spiritual Retreat:  $225 
 (meals & materials included) 

 
Questions or concerns?   Call John Schluep @330-633-4941 or Chris Crull @765-918-4116 
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The Art of Living 
 

From: “Mrs. Whatley and Her Charleston Garden:” 

A warning:  Life is full of decisions and you better not waver and quaver over each one or you will 

stress yourself.  You will die young and miss your seventies and eighties, which are two decades 

that can be a delight.” 

 

On Saturday, September 24th the Elder’s Fellowship of First Congregational Church of 

Tallmadge, UCC will provide a morning of information and inspiration.  Our families with aging par-

ents and grandparents are invited to this event.  We will work “hand in hand” and “face to face” about 

life after seventy!  This will be an uplifting and stimulating conversation kicked off by our keynote 

speaker Emily Borland, ADC/MC,CDP  followed by presentations and discussions around life’s is-

sues of celebrating, caring and supporting one another across the life span of 90+ years.  

 

Registration will be available following the services of worship beginning September 11 or by calling 

the church at 330.633.4931. 

EMAIL BLAST HOTLINE 
 

Beginning this fall there will be an Email Blast Hotline (EBH) to notify those 
with email about emergencies, special impromptu events, funerals, and cancella-
tions of events and/or services.   Consider the situation where an event has to be 
cancelled because of weather or building issues – the EBH can quickly notify all 
those with email about the change.  Or if someone passes away early in the week 
and the funeral is scheduled later in the week, members could be notified of the details, and not miss it.  
Many members live outside of Tallmadge/Summit County and don’t get the Beacon Journal (to read the Obi-
tuaries), so this would be a big help in keeping abreast of information.  Or what if one of the pastors would 
like to organize a special worship/prayer service due to some crisis or national disaster – this could gather 
people in very little time. 

So, if you are on The Herald emailing list, you will be on the EBH list.  If you are not, and would like to 
be on the EBH, please give your email to Beth in the church office.  All requests for using the EBH will be 
passed through the Pastors’ offices for approval.  (This is not a public relations or advertising hotline.)  If you 
have any questions about this new EBH, please see Ginny Collins or call her at 330-705-1430.   

The Chancel Choir 

The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals on Thursday, September 1st at  7:00 PM in the 
Choir Room.  If you love music, singing, great fellowship and fun, then join us on Thursday 
evenings for this uplifting ministry to the church.  New voices are always  welcome. 
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     BOOKMARKS 

Hello, 

We have a number of items, in the library, on/about veterans.  Much of 
the material deals with Vietnam and PTSD.  Recently we received a few 

articles by the Lee and Rosemary Fisher Papers from the Walter Havighurst Special Collec-
tion at Miami University.  These articles are letters written by Lee to his wife about his interviews and research 
about some veterans.  They offer personal insight of the life and decision made by an individual prior to, going 
into, and returning from a military life.  These articles are interesting and are located in our periodical stand. 

I’m so happy to tell you about a book we now have in our library.  It’s “The Hummingbird” by Stephen P Kiernan.  
This is a very interesting book.  It deals with the life and work of a Hospice Nurse.  Her husband has recently   
returned from his third deployment from Iraq.  Deborah now has her hands and heart full trying to deal with her 
husband’s PTSD and the patient who is not an easy person.  The patient is a surly older retired history professor 
who wants her to read to him from his last and unfinished book dealing with little known events of World War II. 

Together Deborah - the nurse, Michael, her husband and Barclay, the patient are all on an emotional road to 
understanding life, death, healing and peace.  A beautifully written story, yet; it is not depressing.  You will learn 
so much from reading this book. 

Blessings, 

Jo Hostutler 

Life isn’t about waiting for the storms to pass…it’s about learning to dance in the rain.   (Anonymous) 

YARNING FOR PEACE    Welcome back!  After a summer break we are ready to begin 
meeting again.  Because of Labor Day and the WNI pot luck dinner/ fashion show our first 
meeting will be the 3rd Monday, Sept. 19 at 7:00 pm in the David Bacon Room.  Our small 
group would welcome anyone interested in knitting/crocheting prayer shawls or just bring 
your own project and sit and chat with us.  For further info contact Dee West at                 
330-633-4421.  Looking forward to seeing everyone again.   

 

“A Tip O’ The Hat” 

Congratulations and a “Tip o” the hat” to Mike Collins.  Mike has been licensed as a 

pastor through the Eastern Ohio Association of the United Church of Christ.  Mike suc-

cessfully completed the Partner’s In Ministry program and has faithfully served the 

needs of the Eastern Ohio Association and Western Reserve Association of the UCC 

when called upon to do so.  To acquire the license requires theological conversations 

and written reflections reviewed by The Department of Church and Ministry Creden-

tialing Working Group.  The license was granted several years ago and has been        

renewed for another year.  Pastor   Collin’s authority for ministry is within our local 

church in specific areas mutually agreed upon by the church, the Senior Pastor, and 

Pastor Collins based on the church’s needs.  Congratulations Mike! 
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WNI CELEBRATES AMERICA! 
STYLE SHOW AND SALAD SUPPER 

 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 

6:30 P.M. 
 

Women’s New Initiative invites you to attend its annual 
Style Show and Salad Supper and to enjoy great food and 
wonderful fellowship as we begin a new year.  The Style 

Show will be presented by the Dress Barn, known for its reasonable prices and 
great variety of styles and sizes. 
 
Sign-ups will begin on August 28 and continue on September 4 and September 11.  
Those whose last names begin with A-J should bring a dessert to share (enough 
for 10-12) and those whose last names begin with K-Z are asked to bring a salad 
(also enough for 10-12).  Our service project will once again be Pregnancy Care 
and a list of needed items can be found on the Welcome Center.  Babysitting will 
be provided.  Questions can be directed to Susan Schunk at 330-819-5289 or 
sschunk555@gmail.com.  Don’t miss this very enjoyable event! 

Women's Fellowship News

      

COMMUNITY CASH BACK

Our Year in Transition September 8th 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP & WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS 

mailto:sschunk555@gmail.com
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Transition Team Update, Feedback Request 

 
To aid in our search for a new Senior Minister, a Transition Team has been formed to help provide our Search 
Committee with information to complete a church profile. This profile describes who we are as a church, what 

our members find valuable, and how we want to grow in the future. 
 

With the guidance of Transition Coach ,Rev. Sharon Alberson from the Eastern Ohio Association, the Transition 
Team is meeting with each ministry group of the church (WNI, Faith & Family, Choir, etc) to ask several        

questions to help set this church profile. In addition, on Sunday, September 11 the Transition Team will be 
providing a time to solicit your feedback. 

 
The goal of the Transition Team is to be able to get input from everyone at FCC Tallmadge. If you are not      
available during one of these meetings to provide your feedback, or if you would feel more comfortable       
submitting your thoughts in writing, please feel free to give feedback by Sunday Sept 25th. Anonymously 

written feedback can be dropped off at the office in an envelope marked "Transition Team Feedback". 
 

Here are the questions we would like feedback on: 

 
In your life at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, what has been most meaningful to you? 

 
In your life at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, has there been anything that caused you stress? 

 
What keeps you coming back? 

 
How might we better accomplish our Mission of “Making God the Foundation of Everyday Living”? 

 
Is the ministry helping you grow spiritually?  Are we/you growing spiritually? 

 
What does the greater community need that we could provide? 

 
What activity or ministry do you wish we were doing? 
 
We are looking forward to hearing your thoughts so that as we transition to new ministerial staff we can grow 
further and provide this church the leadership needed for its members, future members, and the surrounding 
community. 
 
Thank you! 

 
Transition Team: 
Cheryl Hayes 330.524.2803 cheryl_dolensky@hotmail.com  
Robert Higham 330.633.3519 rchigham@att.net 
Tim Burns 330.703.4807 timburns999@gmail.com 
Bill Hostutler 330.926.1609 billhostutler@att.net  
Karen Byron 330.630.1212 jbyron67@aol.com  
Rev. Sharon Alberson sharonalberson@sbcglobal.net  
 

mailto:cheryl_dolensky@hotmail.com
mailto:rchigham@att.net
mailto:timburns999@gmail.com
mailto:billhostutler@att.net
mailto:jbyron67@aol.com
mailto:sharonalberson@sbcglobal.net
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August  21          Roberta & George Nehrenz 

August  28          Donna & John Phillips 

September  4     Gil & Gwen Lane 

September 11    Cliff Birdsall, Margarete Boschert 

September  18   Walt & Margie Nicholson 

September 25     Larry & Brenda Bagnoli 

 

August  21      Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers, Larry Robinson 

August  28      Ann & Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow, Terri Poff 

September 4   Chris Bauch, Dave Marconi, Gary Marlow, Larry Robinson 

September 11  Mark Bowers, Tim Burns, Al Lytle, Terri Poff   

September  18  Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers, Larry Robinson 

September 25   Ann & Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow, Terri Poff 

     Altar Flowers 
August  21        Rev. David & Dr. Suzanne Kiewit 
August  28        Dowey 
September 4     Tom & Linda Kester 

September 11      

September  18 

September 25     Rev. David & Dr. Suzanne Kiewit 

Worship 
July 24 
9:30 am  168 
 
July 31 
9:30 service   170 

 
August 7 
9:30 service  181 
 
August 14 
9:30 Service  166 

USHERS 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 

Preaching Schedule 

August 21            Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

August 28            Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

September 4       Rev. Sarah Courtney 

September 11     Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

September  18    Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

September 25     Rev. Dr. John Shluep 

 

General Operating Fund Note:  During July, 2016, receipts of $39,445 were $2,621 below the monthly expense 
budget.  Actual expenses for June of $36,913 were $5,153 BELOW BUDGET leaving a surplus for the month of 
$2,532 and a year-to-date surplus of $8,629.  However, the year-to-date surplus is partly due to miscellaneous 
“other” income, while Faith Offerings run slightly below budget, and operating expenses that are running 
$14,000 below last year at this time.  We remain prayerfully hopeful that faith offerings will continue to keep 
pace with our monthly operating expenses. 

Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular 
purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support 
the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please NOTE: 

We will resume two Worship Services    

beginning Sunday, September 11th. 

8:30 am Worship & 10:00 am Worship 
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September 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

   

 

 

1 

7 pm  Chancel 
Choir 

2 

 

 

3 

4  Communion 

8:45 am  Prayer group 

9:30 am  Worship 

9:30 am   One Room School House Grades 2 
and younger 

11 am  Linger Longer 

 

 

5 

LABOR DAY 

Church Office 

Closed 

7 pm Heritage 

 

6 

12 Noon   Congre-
gators 

2 pm  Elder’s     
Fellowship 

 

7 pm All God’s 
Children 

7 

9 Quilters   

 

 

  

 6:30 Stephen          
Ministry 

  

8 

 

7 pm  Chancel 
Choir 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

8:30 am   Worship 

9:00 am   Sunday School—all  ages 

9:00  Confirmation I and II 

10:00 am   Worship 

10:00 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30 am  Children’s Worship 5th grade and 
younger 

11:00 am  Linger Longer 

2 pm Faith & Family Event 

6pm  WJHM 

 

12 

 

 

6:30 pm  WNI          
Salad Supper/
Style Show 

 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

13 

 

 

 

6:30 pm  Board 
Meetings 

7:45 pm  Executive 
Council 

 

14 

  9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

6:30  Stephen 
Ministry 

 

15 

 

6 pm  Middle    
School Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

8:30 am  Worship 

9:00  am  Sunday School-all ages 

9:00  am   Confirmation I and II 

10:00 am  Worship  

10:00 am   Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30  am   Children’s Worship 5th grade and 
younger 

11:00 am  Linger Longer 

4:00  pm   Senior High Fellowship  

 

 

19 

 

 

7 pm  WNI-
Board Meeting 

David Bacon 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

7 pm  Yarning     
for Peace 

20 

 

 

6 pm Card Making 

 

 

21 

 9 Quilters 

 

4:30– 7 pm 
Spaghetti din-
ner 

 

6:30  Chancel 
Ringers 

 

22 

 

 

6 pm Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

23 

 

24 

10:00 to 

1pm 

Elders     

Fellow-

ship 

“Art of    

Living” 

With 

lunch 

25 

8:30 am   Worship 

9:00 am   Sunday School –all ages 

9:00 am   Confirmation I and II 

10:00 am  Worship 

10:00 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30 am   Children’s Worship 5th grade and 
younger 

11:00 am   Linger Longer 

11:15 am  SPCM 

6pm  WJHM 

26 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

27 

11 Alzheimer’s       
Caregivers support 
group 

28 

9 Quilter 

 

6:30  Chancel 
Ringers 

 

6:30  Stephen 
Ministry 

29 

11:00 WF Ex-
ecutive Board 
Meeting 

 

6 pm Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

30 
WJH Re-
treat 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Janet McCaulley   330-633-3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Beth Loresch  Administrative Coordinator    bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Choir Director / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Teresa Snyder  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Steve Ristich  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Zachary Brown  Sunday Custodian 

DATE: August 17, 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

